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September 10, 2009

VIA HAND DELIVERY

Mr. A C Wharton

Whitehaven Campaign Headquarters
Memphis, Tennessee 38116

RE:  Challenge for One on One Debate
Dear A C:

You have publicly stated to the voters of Memphis that you will likely not
participate in future debates, and further advised that you may be avoiding all future
candidate forums as well. You claim as justification for your actions the large number of
“non-serious” candidates in the race. While there are a historically large number of
candidates in this race, the citizens of Memphis deserve to hear the vision and platform of
the two leading candidates to make an intelligent decision.

Many citizens that we have spoken with have expressed that your actions are
disrespectful to the voters and you are taking them for granted. Others state that you will
not participate because you do not want to have a real discussion about your vision.

In this regard, I am publicly challenging you to a one on one televised debate,
lasting one hour, to be aired on a local network channel. To avoid certain legalities of
equal time etc., which may be made by other candidates, we are proposing that our
campaign pay for one-half of the costs for the one hour of time, and the Wharton
campaign to pay the remaining one-half of the costs.

We propose that the debate take place prior to early voting on a Sunday afternoon.
Please accept this challenge at your earliest opportunity; thereupon, we can work out the
remaining ground rules for the debate. We will await your immediate response.

Sincerely,

m ﬂéwj__,

Charles E. Carpenter
CEC/ew



